Five different antibiotic susceptibility methods were utilized to test the effectiveness of cefotetan against 200 anaerobic bacteria recovered from patients with obstetrical or gynecological infections. 
nique, 4) a commercially available spiral gradient technique, and 5) reference agar dilution. The minimal inhibitory concentrations (MICs) calculated from the spiral gradient technique were equal to or within one doubling dilution of the reference system in 99.5% of cases, while the percentage for the commercially available microbroth system was 96.8%, very similar to the microbroth technique used in our laboratory that yielded a percentage of 96.3. The disk elution method correlated to the reference agar dilution method in 95.3% cases. While the overall agreement between these techniques is good, especially for the spiral gradient system, clustering of certain organisms near the breakpoint of the antibiotic tested results in variability in the labeling of these organisms as susceptible or resistant. This problem appears to be particularly significant for the disk elution method. Therefore, further refinements in these methods of susceptibility testing are needed in order to provide a more clinically useful assessment of the susceptibility or resistance of certain bacterial isolates. 
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The bacteria tested were isolated from patients who were treated for obstetrical or gynecologic pelvic infections. The organisms were frozen at -70C after being isolated and identified as described previously. 7 The bacteria were passed twice on solid media before being used for testing. The reference agar dilution testing was performed according to the NCCLS published method, s All media were prepared in the laboratory and pre-reduced shortly after preparation. The broth disk dilution method was performed using thioglycolate broth according to the method described by the NCCLS. 6 Likewise, the microbroth method using pre-reduced Wilkins-Chalgren broth was performed according to the NCCLS publication. 6 The Sceptor system (BBL, Cockeysville 
